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To theRight Honourable 
Sir Thomas Rawlinſon, Lord 
Mayor of the City of 
London, and the Court 
of Aldermen. 


Right Honourable, 
Am ſenſible of the Fate and Effects of 
| Printing Sermons; they are Hawk d about 
for ſome few Days, Read over out of Cu- 
rioſity by ſome few Perſons, and then (let 
the Subject of them be never ſo Important) 
thrown by, never after thought of or regar- 
ded; and happy are the Authors if they can 
eſcape Cenſure. Notwithſtanding this, in 0- 
bedience to Tour Commands, I have wentur 4 
mine to take its fortune with the reſt. 
I heartily wiſh Your Lordſhip's Deſign in 
ordering it to be Publiſh'd, which I am con- 
 fident was the ſame with mine in Compoſing, 
may be Anſwer d by thoſe who are pleas d ta 


give 


® 


4. 


The Dedication. 3 


give it the Reading ; And that was, not only 
to Expoſe the Uncharitableipeſs of the £ hurch 0 
Rome, but chiefly to promore Chriftian Lowe 
and the good Efefts- theteif — are * 


much wanting ) u our 190 


' , 
4 * * 229 , 


I ard, 


| Right Honourable, : : 


Tour moſt Obedient and 
d n 33\ | eI\ 3300 : ; 


3 1 
maoſt Humble Servant, 


ECiles Poole). 


SER MON: 
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The LORD MAYOR, & 


On November, 5* 1705. 


St. J oN XIII. 35. 


By this ſhall all men know that ye are my Diſci- 
ples if ye have Love one to another. 


tain Day in the Year, ſolemnly to Curſe and Ex- 

communicate all other Chriſtians befides them- 
ſelves; their form runs in theſe Words; We do ex- %. 4, 
communicate and anathematize in the behalf of Al- Aff. Cbriſ. 
mighty God and for our ſelves, all Huſſites, erant, 
Zuinelians, Calviniſts, Hugonots, and all that believe 
them, all their abettors and favourers, and in general 
| thoſe who defend them, and read their Books without 
our Authority, and (that they may ſpare none) 400 

| = thoſe 


I is a Cuſtom in the Church of Nome upon a cer- 
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thoſe who contumaciouſly depart and withdraw themſelucs 
from our Obedience. Fo 
No tis worth our obſerving, that they do this 
on that very Day whereon they read, and our Saviour 
ſpake the Words of my Text, A nem Commandment 
4 7 give unto you, that ye love one another, as I have 
loved you, that ye alſo love one another, By this ſhall all 
men know that ye are my Diſciples if ye have love one to 
: another. So excellently well do the Papiſts practice 
this divine Leſſon; ſuch evident tokens do they give 
of their being the only Catholick Church, the only vi- 
 fible Diſciples of Chriſt ! 

Shou'd we (and were Proteſtants hatred ſo great, 
or their Chriſtian love ſo ſmall as the Popiſh, the 
Remembrance of this Day might with greater reaſon 
(if any ſuch kind of Act can have reaſon for it) 
prompt us to anathematize ſuch as, Garnet and Par- 
ſons, Faux and Digby, the Pope and the Jeſuits, and 
all their favourers and abettors.) Should we I ſay, 
pay them in their own Coin, I am ſure we ſhou'd, 
whatever they think of themſelves, ceaſe to be Diſ- 

; ciples of Chriſt. + " 

f it becomes Proteſtant Charity, and is like their Re- 
ligion to imitate the Arch- Angel by not bringing a rail- 
ing accuſation againſt our greateſt Enemies, but lea- 
ving it to God who deliverd us, to Rebuke them, 

| rather than with Popiſn malice to condemn, conſpire 
'F and murder; it becomes Chriſt's true Diſciples to 

Jearn of their Maſter to return Bleſſings for Curſes, 
Prayers for Perſecution, rather than to learn of his 
pretended Vicar to thunder out Excommunications 
and Anathema's, it becomes us with the Apoſtle not 
to count them who obey not our words, are not of our 


Religion, 


— 
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Religion, as Enemies, but to admoniſh them as Brethren, 5 
rather than with the Cardinal to hold it lawfull and Bellurm. 
expedient, and the only Remedy, mittere illos in. locum 3 5 
ſwim (to uſe his own words) i. e. in his meaning, im- ny 
mediately to put thoſe to death, and ſend them pack- 
ing to hell, who will not obey their Church. © 
By ſuch. Chriſtian bebaviour as this, by extending 
love toall, not only to Chriſtians, buteven to thoſe 
whom we may juſtly ſuſpe& as Enemies, we ſhall 
give teſtimony to the World, that we are the Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt, for by this Chriſt himſelf tells us, 
ſhall all men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have 
love one to another. N t & 0 | 
Before I proceed farther on the Words, I muſt pre- 
miſe, (leaſt the Papiſts, or any other Chriſtians, if 
there be any other of their Spirit, may take this advan- 
tage from them, to reckon that they have Liberty, 
nay that it is their Duty to confine their love to 
themſelves,) That our Saviour when he here com- 
mands his Diſciples to Love one another, does not 
ſpeak excluſively, as if he meant that the reſt of Man- 
kind, much leſs that other Chriſtians ſhou'd not 
' ſhare in their affection; or that they were (as Fam 
ſure the Practices of the Romaniſts do interpret this 
Text whatever their Expoſitions do) to hate and 
perſecute all that are not of their particular Perſwa- 
ſion. Such a partial Interpretation of our Maſter's 
Words, would be highly derogatory to him; con- 
trary to his Nature, which was kind, merciful, full 
of compaſſion towards all, Love it ſelf; contrary to 
his Office, which was to reconcile, to redeem, to die 
for all; contrary and undutiful to his expreſs Pre- 
cepts, bidding us to Love rer to do 9 to 
| . 2 en 
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them that revile and deſpitefally uſe us 5 and contrary 


to all Reaſon and Religion, but that of a Jew ora 
eſuit. AK 
7 true, our Saviour at this time when he was 
leaving the World, gave this Charge ozly to the Apo- 
ſtles, calling it a New Commandment, becauſe, tho 
it was an eternal Law of Nature, yet being corrupt- 
ed by the Jews, he renewed it, and raiſed it to an 
higher pitch by his own Example; and becauſe It was 
now particularly given to them as Apoſtles, whom 
he ſent to convert all Nations by preaching his Goſ- 
pel, that all men might ſee, they were his, more pecu- 
arly his Diſciples ;, that they being the Foundation- 
ſtones of his Church, ſhould be more cloſely united 
and cemented together by love, that thus the ſuper- 
ſtructure they were to build might be more firm and 
laſting, and that their ſignal Love might be imitated 
by, and diffus d into the hearts of their Converts: 
This I know was the defign and occaſion of our 
Saviour's giving this command to the Apoſtles : But 
certainly he never intended thereby, that either they 
or other Chriſtians to whom he gave the ſame com- 
mand in ch. 1 5. v. 12,17; ſhould exclude any from 
a ſhare in their love. | 
It muſt then be a moſt perverſe Interpretation, to 
think that Chriſtians, Eccleſiaſticks efpecially, Popes, 
Biſhops, Priefs who are to Preach the Goſpel of 
Peace and Salvation, and are ſent out, as our Saviour 
came, vt to' deſtroy but to ſave mens lives, are com- 
manded to love thoſe only who are of the fame per- 
ſwaſion with themſelves, and have liberty to hate 
and perfecute others who differ from, or will not be 
converted by them. Jews and Phariſees who mif- 
Te interpreted 
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interpreted their Law, and thoſe who borrow their 


illnatur'd notions, Papiſts and Jeſuits, who miſinter- 
pret our Goſpel, may think ſo, if they pleaſe, and 
may Perſecute, Burn or Blow up Hereticks: But We, 
who J hope have not ſo learn d Chriſt, ought to un- 
derſtand the Words in their moſt comprehenſive 
ſence, commanding us to love All, eſpecially All 
Chriſtians of whatever Nation or Religion they are, 
and that for this Reaſon, for By this ſhall all Men 
know, that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have love one to 
another. | == 

From which words I will conſider, | 

Firſt, The particular Mark or CharaQter whereby 


Chriſtians are beſt known to be ſuch, namely Chriſtian 


Love. | ; 
24% It will be neceſſary briefly to mention what 
are the fruits and effects thereof, That | 
| 3dly, Becauſe the Church of Rome pretends to be 


the only Catholick Church, and her Profeſſors conſe- 
quently the only Diſciples of Chriſt, we may try and 


examine them by this mark. 


Laſtly, I ſhall make ſome Application of it to our 


ſelves. 
Firſt, 1 am to conſider the particular Mark or Cha- 


rater, whereby Chriſtians are beſt known to be 


ſuch, viz. Chriſtian Love. Our Saviour ſuppoſes it 


a great honour and advantage to be known to be 
his Diſciples: And indeed the ſeveral pretenſions of 


all ſorts of Chriſtians, that they are the beſt Church, 


and theirs the beſt Religion confirms the ſuppoſition; . 


and in truth, tho' we are now forc'd to uſe unhappy 
Names of Diſtinction, I muſt obſerve by the way, 
that it gives more deference to our Saviour, and more 


honour : 


— 


— 
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Devil t, and in thy Name done many wonderful works 


2 


honour to our ſelves, to ſay, I 2m 4 rt pop than 
as ſome did of old, I am of Paul, and I sf Apolbos, 
and I of Cephas, or as the diſagreeing note 1s now, [ 
am a Roman Catholick, I am a Proteſtant, with the reſt 
of the diſtinguiſhing Characters, which I am willing 


to paſs over in ſilence; the former Title, I am ſure, 


carries Love and Reſpect along with it, when the 
latter ſounds. ſomething like a challenge, and the 
bidding defiance to their fellow-Chriſtians. | 
But whilſt all our months are full in boaſting 
our ſelves the Beſt Chriſtians, leaſt all our boaſting 
be vain, and vaniſh into a name and title only, we 
muſt give evidence to the World by our Chriſtian 
ag whereby we may be known and hononr'd as 
uch. 

It was the cuſtom in our Saviour's time for Maſters 
to give their Diſciples ſome particular mark, where- 
by they were known and diſtinguiſhed from others; 


St. John — were known by the Severity of their 
Lives; thoſe of the Phariſees by their broad Phy- 


lacteries; the ſeveral Sects of Philoſophers by ſome 
peculiar Aphoriſms; our Saviour therefore, (none 
having made choice of That before, and perhaps 
from thence too it may be call'd a New Command ment) 
inſcribed Love in his Banner, as moſt agreeable to 
himſelf, moſt ſaitable to his Goſpel, moſt deſirable 


by, and beneficial to mankind. 


He did not look on Preaching his Goſpel, or even 
on Miracles ( tho' he arm'd em with them) as a 
certain ſign of his Diſciples ; for he knew and fore- 
told that many would ſay, Lord, Lord, have we not 
Propheſied in thy Name, and in thy Name caſt ont 


and 
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and yet notwithſtanding this mighty pretence, as if 

by their Miſſion and Miracles they were his chief 

Miniſters, He profeſſes unto them, that He knows 

them not. God may and has for ſome reaſons per- 

mitted even wicked Men, Jannet and Jambres, Ba- 
laam, Caiaphas, Simon Magus, Apolloninus perhaps, 
and others, to Propheſie and do many wonderful 
works; or the Devil may lend ſuch Men ſome of his 

Power ; or cunning Men by ſome trick and contri- 

vance of their own may amuſe and impoſe upon 
ignorant or credulous people, and ſo paſs for mighty 
Miracle-mongers; when all the while they may be 
far enough from being a# all, much leſs, the Only 
Diſciples of Chriſt. In vain therefore do the Roma- 
niſts alledge this as an Argument of the only True 
Church, the greateſt of their pretended Miracles, 
(many Legends whereof ſome of their Learned Wri- 
ters have taken ridiculous pains to Regiſter ) being 
an inſufficient proof of that pretence without Chrt- 

ſtian love, and the good fruits thereof, tho' we 
ſhou'd grant, they cou'd Cure Diſeaſes, Exorciſe evil 
Spirits, make Images weep, Remove the Virgin Mary's 
Chappel, or even Mountains themſelves, and have not 
Charity, it wou'd ſignify nothing. | 

Neither did our Saviour look on Faith alone 
(much leſs any new-invented Articles or Opinions, 

- notwithſtanding what a Jeſuit Commentator ſays on .d 
this Text,) as a certain ſign, not only of a Perfect, 
which he confeſſeth it is not, but not ſo much as of 

a True Diſciple of Chriſt, which he affirms, on pur- 
poſe I fuppoſe for the ſake of his own Church, being 

_ conſcious of its having a great deal of Faith, but lit- 
tle or no Love, which is undoubtedly an n 

A an 
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and One, if not the Chief Conſtitutive ingredient of 
True Chriſtians; Men cannot pretend to be ſuch 
without it, ſo that there ſeems to be an emphaſis in the 
Particle This, by This more eſpecially ſhall all men 
know ye are my Diſciples : Your Faith, tho you may 
retend to an Infallibility therein, is not ſufficient, 
y That being an Internal Act only, Men cannot; but 
by your Love and the fruits thereof, they may Know 
and judge what you are. St. Paul tells us (and Fl be- 
lieve him before any Pope or Jeſuit of 'em all ) that 
tho' he had all Faith, and had not Charity, He wx 
r Cor 13-2: Nothing. When indeed theſe are joyn d together, 
Gal. 5. 6. when Faith is, as he ſays, 97 23am tregyeutnn, 
wrought, animated and impregnated by Love, then 
it is ſhewn to, known, and honour'd by all Men; but 
7am.2-22- without that it is Dead ſays St. James: For this rea- 
. , . fon the Apoſtles frequently join Faith and Love toge- 
my 7 ther, This is His Commandment, ſays St. John, That 
we ſhou'd believe on the Name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and 
1 E-3-23- lone one another, as He gave us Commandment. The 
Devils have Faith and more knowledge, I ſuppoſe, 
of the Truths of Chriſtianity, than the Romiſh 
Church it ſelf has; they know, they believe, and they 
gen. 2.19. tremble ; but being deſtitute of Divine Love, which 
they will ever want, they will ever remain malici- 

ous and envious, Curſing and Murdering Devils. 
It is this then, which Bellarmin, ( Conſcious no 
doubt of their want of it ) omits to mention, that is 
the chief and beſt note of a true Chriſtian Church ; 
not Miracles, not Faith alone, not Multitude, not 
the gift of Propheſy, not Temporal felicity, not 
Succeſſion; nor any other of thoſe Fifteen Notes, he 


takes ſuch pains to reckon up; a falſe Church may 
have 


— 
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have.many or moſt of theſe ; but wanting this mark 
of Chrift, and having that of the Beaſi, tho the World Rev. 13. 
once wonder d after it, we know now whoſe Syna- 3. 
gogue it is. But notwithſtanding the Cardinal 
thought fit to omit it, | need not tell you, A4 the 
Apoſtles enjoyn it as a Duty; and particularly St. 
John obſerves it as the mark of True Chriſtians; Let 
us not Love, ſays he, im Word, neither in Tongue, but 1 Ep 3.1, 
in Deed and in Truth, for hereby we Know that we are '9- 
of the Truth. And afterwards it continu'd ſuch a- 
mong the Primitive Chriſtians. © Tertullian gives it e. 
as their Character and Commendation, that the Hea- 35 
thens obſerv'd it with admiration, Vide ut invicem ſe 
diligant, ſee how extreamly they love one another; and 
OZavins in Minutius Felix, tells the Heathen Cæcilius, 
We mutually love one another, which you are griev'd at; 
becauſe we know not what it is to hate; we, which you 
Envy, call one another Brethren, being Sons of the ſame 
God, Partners of the ſame Faith, and Joint-Heirs of 
the ſame Hope. Nay, Julian himſelf, one of the 
ſabtileſt Enemies Chriſtianity ever had, cou'd- not 
but admire and recommend to his Heathens the great 
humanity and kindneſs of the Galileans, as he in de- 
riſion calls Chriſtians. 1 

But alas! where is this old Chriſtian Love va- 
niſh'd, that now ſcarce the ſhadow of it remains? 
2 in its ſtead Emulation and Wrath, Hatred and 

riance, Strife and Envyings, Schiſms and Sediti- 
ons, Parties and Factions, Libels and Reproaches ap- 
pear: All that Love and Affection, the original Ban- 
ner of Chriſtians, is torn in pieces, mangled and de- 
fac d. The worn out Characters of Love one another, 
like thoſe upon ancient 3 are now 9 

y 


— 
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ly legible; and to confeſs a ſhameful truth, Hate one 
another ſeems now to be the Chriſtians fitter Motto, 
for where do we ſee more Debates and Contentions, 
where more Frauds and Injuſtice, where more WiC. 
perings and Backbitings, where more Swellings and 
Tumults, where more Wars, Conſpiracies and Re- 
bellions, than in that now call'd Chriſtendom 2 Dif-. 
fering indeed in Name, but I cannot fee it is ſo in 
Deeds from its old Heatheniſh Inhabitants ; As if we 
were to fulfill the Reverſe of the Propheſy by beat- 
ing our Plow-ſhares into Swords, and our Pruning-hooks 
into Spears, and were litterally to make good our Sa- 


Mat. 10. 34 yiour's Words, I came not to ſend Peace on Earth, but 


a Sword. Thus Chriſtians fallen from their Firſt Love, 
as that turns and ſowers into the moſt inveterate ha- 
tred, fo They like fallen Angels turn into moſt cruel 
and malicious 'Spirits. This will appear too true, 


when we have, 


2dly, Briefly mention'd the Fruits and Effects of 


Ehriſttan Love; how unlike, how harſh are thoſe 


now, which indeed Any fort, efpecially Popiſb Chri- 
ftiansproduce, to thoſe which the Original Chriſtian 
Love did bear! CO po Ray thn 

St. Paul gives this Defcription of the old Chriſtian 
Charity, whereby we may know what are the Fruits 
and Effects thereof, and Who produce them. Charity 


fuſfers long and is kind, Charity envieth not, Charity 


vaunteth not 4 is not puft up, doth not behave it 
felf unſeemly, feeketh not her own, is not 6105 pro- 
vol d, thinketh no evil, rejoyceth not in Iniquity, 
but rejoyceth in the Truth, beareth all things, be- 
lieveth all things, hopeth all things, endureth al 
things : Or more briefly, Charity do's all the good it 
EV | can 
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can to the Souls, the Bodies, the Goods and the 
Good-name of all its Neighbours, eſpecially all 
Chriſtians, One Duty of it is to Inſtruct, Convert, 
Admoniſh, Reprove, or at leaſt to Pray for one ano- 
ther's Souls. Another is to Defend one another's Bo- 
dies, as much as we can, from all Internal Infirmities, 
and all External Violences, Perſecutions, Torments, 
Murders, unjuſt Puniſhment and the like. A third 
js to preſerve one another's Goods from Fraud, Op- 
preſſion and Rapine, The laſt is to maintain one ano- 
ther's Good-name from Lying, Railing, Reviling, Ca- 
lumny and Slander. 

Theſe are the Offices of that Divine Chriſtian Love 
our Saviour commands us to have for one another, 
wherein All thoſe who would be Known to the World 
to be his Diſciples, muſt exerciſe themſelves, or 
muſt diſclaim that Honourable Character. Tis need- 
leſs to ſpend time in proving either of theſe; They 
being, I am confident, well known to every one 
that has read the Goſpel; that minds or values the 
Example and Command of our Saviourz That 
views. the Lives and Behaviour of the Primitive 


Chriſtians, or that examines the reaſonableneſs of 


each of the Duties, and the Authority that enjoyns 
them. I proceed therefore to 

The Third thing, Becauſe the Church of Rome 
pretends to be the Orly Catholick Church, and her 
Profeſſors conſequently the only Diſciples of Chriſt, 
to try and examine them by this mark, and the fruits 
of Chriſtian Love. And this I do not with any in- 
tention to revile, but (which is conſiſtent with 
Chriſtian Charity) to reprove Them and to ſecure 
Our ſelves from danger, and that we may avoid their 


Faults and their Errors, C2 Firſt, 
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Firſt, Then let us ſee how they, eſpecially the je- 

ſuitical part of them (for I have fo much Charity to 
think, that ſome have Love equal to their Faith) 
deal with the Souls of their Brethren, or at leaſt their 
Neighbours, for that Name they cannot deny us; 
what Affection, what Charity they have for thefe, 
For doubtleſs ſo Holy a Church which claims to be 


the only Spouſe of Chriſt,like Chriſt himſelf ſtretches 


out her Arms to embrace, to ſhew Mercy and Kind- 
neſs to all thoſe Souls for whom he made his Soul a 
Sacrifice. Charity to the Souls of Men conſiſts 
chiefly in, and is evident by endeavouring, as I have 
fatd; by all means we can, by Inftration, Admoni- 


tion and Reproof to procure their Salvation, and if 


theſe prove ineffectual, to pray to God for their Con- 
verſion, and intercede with him to Pardon and have 
Merey on them. This Chriſt the firſt Author and 
the beſt Pattern of this Divine Love, did; Father for- 
give them for they know not what they do, ſays he, in 
bebalf of thoſe who wou d not believe in, nay, who 
crucified him. This was the Practice of his True 
Diſciples ; Lord lay not this Sin to their charge, 
faid the Murdred but the Merciful St. Stepher - 


Rem. 10.1, Bret hren my heart's _—_ and Prayer to God for 


Iſrael is that they may ved, faid the Perſecuted 


PIER |, but Charitable St. Paul; and, Being Reviled we bleſs, 


being Perſecuted we ſuffer it; lays he of All the 


Chriſtians. 
How faithfully the Romiſh Charity, tho' not at all 
o__— as thefe were, does tranſcribe theſe Copies, 
w concern'd they are for Men's Souls, let their pre- 
tended Converſion of Infidels teſtify, ſending out 
their Emiſſaries, not as our Saviour ſeat his Diſeiples, 
| * 
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as Sheep in the midſt of Wolves, but as Wolves among t 016. 
Sheep; Wiſe indeed as Serpents, but not ſo Harmleſs 
41 Daves., Going to and fro in the Earth, making Pro- 
ſelytes twafold more the Children of Hell than they 
were before. Converting ſome Honeſt Moral Infi- 
dels into Immoral Chriſtians, and turning Heathe- 
niſh into Chriſtian Idolaters. Let likewiſe their An- 
niverſary Curſes and  Excommunications of thoſe 
they are pleasd to pronounce Hereticks, bear wit- 
neſs; the (ending whole Nations of Souls directly to 
Hell, being no more with theſe Hunters of Souls, as g. * 
the Prophet calls ſuch, than driving a Flock of Sheep 
to the Slaughter ; that this Inhumanity proceeds not 
from: Cuſtom only, or the.Rage of ſome few bigot- 
ted Zealots, is manifeſt, It being their ſettled uni- 
verſal Opinion, that there it no Salvation out of the 
Church, meaning their own Church of. Rome, as if 
that was the only Ark that was to be faved, and all 
the reſt of the World were to periſh in the Deluge 
of Fire. And for this reaſon they make as little 
ſcruple in frequently ſaying, Damn d Hereticks, as we 
do to ſay, God ſave you. How excellently well does 
ſuch Love agree with the Charity deſcribed by 
the Apoſtle, which is kind, which wiſheth the beſt 
* , Which believeth and hopeth the beſt of 
But why ſnou d Hereticks expect any kinder uſage 
from them, when they are ſo uncharitable to the 
Souls even of their own Members? Saving Know- 
ledge and ſaving Truths, are we know the moſt cha- 
ritable Alms , the greateſt good that can be offer d 
to the Souls of men. But how miſerably do they de- 
ceive the poor deluded Souls of their own People, 


by 
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by locking up the Fonntains of Divine Truths, and 
— — Rey of Knowledge from them, not per- 
mitting them to fead the Holy Scriptures, which 
would make them wiſe to Salvation? By robbing 
them of half the Nouriſhment of their Souls in the 
Bleſſed Sacrament; and in depriving them, by con- 
cealing their Prayers in an unknown Tongue, of the 
comfort of them? By impoſing pernicious Errours, 
Abſurdities, and Impoſſibilities upon their Under- 
ſtandings? and by enjoyning unreaſonable, wicked 
and Idolatrous Practices upon their Wills? making 
them by vertue of an implicit Faith, and a blind O- 
bedience to their infallible Church, to Believe and Do 
what is repugnant to Sence, Reaſon and Religion? 
There may perhaps be an ontward Shew and Profelſi- 
on, but T am ſure there is an implicit hatred to ſouls in 
ſuch Love as this, which involves them in ſuch great 
' hazard (for I will not be fo uncharitable as they, to 
ſay impoſſibility? of Salvation: The Charity of our 
Church condemns none, and thinks the Ignorance 
of ſome of them, though it does not make 'em De- 
vout, may 'make fome excuſe, that they may be ſa- 
ved, yet ſo as by fire, not that imaginary one of Par- 
gatory, but as one eſcapes ont of an Houſe on fire 
with great danger and difficulty. | 
Let us ſee in the next place how they ſhew their 
Love, what treatment they give to the Bodies of Men. 
And ſince we have ſeen how they deal with the Better, 
we can expect to find no kinder Entertainment for 
the worſe part. If they can with ſo little compaſſi- 
on Damn the Soul, we can hope for little mercy to 
the Body. Our Saviour has told us wherein Chriſti- 
an Charity to theſe conſiſts, vis. in feeding the hungry, 


giving 


uns 
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giving drink to the thirity, cloathing the naked, &c. 

In ſupplying All, without any exception of Na- 
tion or Religion, according to their neceſſities and 
our abilities Thefe Offices the true Diſciples of 
Chriſt are obliged to perform, not only to a Brother, 
but even to an Enemy; If thine enemy hunger give 


him meat, ſays S. Paul, if he thirit give him drin; 


preſerve his Life and comfort his Body. | 
Now let Popiſh Kindneſs and Humanity witneſs 
how they perform this piece of Charity towards He- 


reticks, whom they eſteem their Enemies; for I will 


not charge them with omitting it to their own Mem- 


bers, or to ſuch as they have ſome hopes to pervert. 


towards theſe their Love and Kindneſs perhaps ex- 
cells ours : But as for obſtinate Hereticks, whole He- 
catombs of ſuch are no more than cutting off a Dog's 
neck; nay when they excommunicate and kill ſuch, 


they think they do God and his Church good Service; 


as if like a Heathen Dæmon he were delighted with 


Human Sacrifices. 
A late Eſſay towards Catholick Communion by a Re- 


negado from our Church would have us believe this 


is not their Doctrine, but the mad Zeal, Ambition or 


Covetouſneſs of ſome particular men, for which 
theirs is no more chargeable than our Church for 


thoſe Cruelties, Murders and Conſpiracies commit- 


ted by ſome Proteſtants, I am not willing to load 


them more than they deſerve, and doubt not there 


are many among em whoſe good Nature influenceth 
them more than their Religion: But ſince we know 
ſuch Facts are approv'd and applauded at Rome, and 
that this Doctrine is a kind of Engine to be rais d or 
let down as they ſee convenient. Since we know. 

like - 


—_ 
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likewiſe that their High Prieſt has and may again up- 
on occaſion take the Temporal. Sword from behind 
the Ephod and lend it to perſccute Hereticks, we 
have little reaſon to believe or truſt their ſmooth and 
1 oyley words. But beſides I am ſure this is the Doc- 
8 trine of their, eſpecially Jeſuitical Divines, who 
have moſt influence among them, and, as Architects 
-_ do for under-workmen, cut out work for Inquiſitors. 
Por Bellarmin, as kind I ſuppoſe, as moſt: of that 
Tribe, will allow of no Corporal, no Pecuniary, no- 
thing but the extreme Capital Puniſhment will content 
him for Hereticks, Nothing but, as he calls it,the preſent 
Remedy, Death. Away with ſuch Fellows they are not 
worthy to live. And as a farther Mark of their Charity, 
and their Doctrine too; they not only put their li- 
ving Bodies to elaborate Torments, Racks and Gallies, 
but inhumanely expoſe their dead ones, by denying, or 
digging them up after they have by ſtealth had Chri- 
Tian Burial, If theſe practices are deny d (as thoſe 
who have the Heart to do, will not want the Fore- 
head to deny them) Paris, Piedmont, Hungary, Ire- 
land, Smithfield, all France, and all the World, where 
they have power, will witneſs againſt them; eſpe- 
cially the Barbarous Conſpiracy of this Day, Now 
juſt a 100 years old; and Never, ſince the firſt at- 
_ tempt of Lucifer againſt his Maker, outdonę in the 
Boldneſs or Deviliſhneſs of the Deſign. But, God 
1 be thanked, their Deſigns were prevented, and our 
A ?). 124-7. Souls eſcaped, as the Pſalmiſt ſays from the ſnares, and 
we may ſay, from their own Invention, the Powder 
of theſe Fowlers. 5 | | 
Zaly, Let us examine what Love they have for 
the Goods and Poſſeſſions of others which conſiſts 


in 
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in preſerving them from Fraud, Injuſtice, Rapine, &. 
Do violence to no Men; Let no Man defraud, or go 
beyond his Brother in any matter; Render to Cæſar 
the things that are Cæſar s; Render to every Man his 
Due, and ſach like, are the known Precepts of the 
' Goſpel, neceſſary to be obey'd by all true Diſciples 

of Chriſt. | 
Now how are theſe performed by the Church of 
Rome? I ſpeak not of particular Perſons among them, 
who for ought I know (for I would wrong none) 
are as Juſt and Honeſt it their private Dealings as 
any Men; But in regard to the Doctrines of their 
Church, which, tis to be fear d, do incline too ma- 
ny among them to'overlook ſuch Chriſtian Precepts. 
And from theſe I am ſure, thoſe they call Hereticks can 
promiſe themſelves but little ſecurity of what they 
ſſeſs ; for they who don't ſcruple to be injurious 
in greater, will not ſtrain at leſſer things. If they 
hoſd it lawful (as the 's Paraſites do, notwith- 
ſtanding ſome ſoften and deny this Doctrine) by ver- 
tue of that Soveraign power they pretend He is 
inveſted with, ts Depoſe Heretick Princes and Diſ- 
poſe of their Kingdoms, we may reaſonably conclude 
that none of our inferiour Poſſeſſions can be ſe- 
cure from them z If they think they may deal thus, 
as by ſome they have done, with the Maſter 
of the Houſe, what can thoſe of the Houſehold expect 
-theiſame right they pretend over one, they will cer- 
tainly ſtretch tothe other, If likewiſe, Dominion and 
Property are founded in Faith and Grace, (which ſeems 
evidently connected with this Doctrine) and it 
Theſe are not to be had out of the Church, and 
there is no Church but _ to have them in, then 
all 
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particular if they had power over us, when we 


ney with vain threatnings of Keeping them or their 


Neighbour's Good-Name, thoſe ſcandalous reports 


all our Goods lie at their Mercy; and if they bad 


Power we {hou'd ſoon feel the effects of their Good 
Will. But God be thanked they have not that, and 
1. hope never will, though they are ſtill laying their 


Trains, and working under ground; ſtill ſowing their 
Tares,— and we are half aſleep. But indeed we 
have not ſo much reaſon to complain of their Do- 
Arines, or expect any kinder uſage from em in this 


plainly ſee how they deal with their own Bre- 
thren, catching their Gogds and Money from them, 
not by open force, as they wou'd ours, but which 
is as inconſiſtent with Chriſtian Love, by craft and 
guile; by pretences of expenſive Appeals, and charge- 
able Diſpenſations ; by coſtly Donations to Images 
and Altars; by ſelling their falſe Wares of Pardons 
and Indulgences to the Living; and Prayers and Maſes 
for the Dead. Thus bubling them but of their Mo- 


Friends in Purgatory ; or as vain promiſes of bring- 
ing them into Heaven; ſo that by all theſe tricks 
it is truly obſerv'd by Travellers, that where Po- 
pery moſt prevails, there Poverty moſt abounds. 

Taſily, How tender and careful they are of their 


they rais'd'of. our Juſt Reformation, our Learned Re- 
formers, and our Proteſtant Princes may teſtifie, a- 
gainſt whom they caſt out all the venom that malice 
could invent. The Myſtery of Jeſuifsſmſets them off in 
their true Colours, Giving us a large account, that 
Falſe Witneſs, Lying, Equivocation, Mental Reſerva- 
tron and Calumny, are counted lawful by their Ca- 
fuiſt, in order to ſome ſpiritual Good, and for the 


Honour 
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Honour (a goodly one indeed ) of their Church. And 
to ſnew their Civility and good Manners, as well 
25 their Charity, ſeveral of their Writers, think it 
no breach of this Duty to call us Hereticks, Doggs, 
Liars, Impndent, Robbert, Profane, Sacrilegions, with 
many other ſuch opprobrious Names which their 
malice throws out. How conſiſtent ſuch Language 
is with Chriſtan Love, how agtecable to theſe Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel, Accuſe no Min falſely ; Bleſs and 
Curſe not ; ſpeak Evil of no Man; Honour all Men, 
and ſuch like, I leave it to them to conſider. And 
now muſt deſire your leave and patience _ 

To make ſome Application of this Mark of Chriſt's 
true Diſciples to our ſelves. 

And 1}. I won d addreſs my felf to the Papiſts, or, 
if that Name pleaſe them better,' (though I think it 
an abſurd one) the Romam Catholichs of our Nation. 
They are men of Good Nature; and Good Under- 
ſtadings; ſo that methinks they fnhould not let bad 
principles ſpoil the one, or blind the other; They 
ſhou'd conſider, for they muſt certainly know, that no 
Church has power, whatever it may pretend to as to 
the Inſtituted ones, to diſpence, by a non obſtante, 
with the Moral Commands of our Saviour. Their 
Religion (their Chriſtianity I mean, not their Pope- 
y) their naturally kind and good diſpoſitions, their 
Prince's, their Countries, their own and their Friend's 
Intereſt ſhould perſwade them not to believe ſuch 
Doctrines, nor conſent to ſuch Practices, as are De- 
ſtructive of Chriſtianity, nay of Humanity it ſelf. 
They I ſuppoſe are better acquainted with the De- 
hens of | + ( though we are not ignorant of her 


Devices) and we (as we ought) Hope the Beſt of 
* W | 


them, 
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them, that they will ſo far conſider our Saviours 
command, as not to embark themſelves in nor con- 
cur to, nor promote any of her Cruel and Wicked 
attempts; and that they will not ſuffer the Papiſt to 
prevail with them more than the true Chriſtian and 
the good - natur d Engliſhman. 11 

2dly, Leaſt the Romaniſts retort upon our Re- 
form'd Religion, what we Accuſe and Condemn 
them for, I wou'd Addreſs my ſelf to our Diſſenting 
Brethren of all ſorts. It is their uſual ſaying, Cant 
we live in Peace and Love together, notwithſtand- 
ing ſome different Opinions and different ways 
of Worſhip ? tis true, I think we may, and hope 
we ſhall; and our Church for her part has gi- 
ven abundant evidence of her Chriſtian Charity 
by her kind Indulgence, to them; which, they 
know, when, time was, wou'd. not be allow'd us. 

Now, on thein part, if, as alt. of them pretend, 
they are the Pureſt and, Beſt Reformed Diſciples of 
Chrift, we hope as, themſelves profeſs and as they 
are obliged in Conſeience Duty and Gratitude to 
be fincere, that they will never give the leaſt um- 
brage of diſeſteem or diſaffegion. to us, by diſobey- 


ing our Magiſtrates, reflecting on our Miniſters, or 


reviling our Worſhip as Popiſn and Antichriſtian; 
and that they would not carry on any ſeeret Deſigns, 
by fomenting Diviſions, to diſturb or undermine 
our Church, or State; for ſuch Trains, they muſt 
remember, were once laid and took Fire, which were 
as fatal to our King, Nobility, Clergy and Com- 


mons, as thoſe on the ʒth of November wou d have 


been. — 
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3dly, I will humbly Addreſs my ſelf to All the 
True Churchmen of the Church of Exgland; I ſay 
True Churchmen, a more proper Name and more 
becoming than that miſchievous Diſtinction, 
which not our Friends I am ſure, but our Enemies 
put upon us on purpoſe to divide us; that as we 
really are. of the ſame Religion with Chriſt and 
' his Apoſtles, and moſt like the Primitive Church in 
Conſtitution, ſo we wou'd endeavour to be like them- 
in this undeniable Characteriſtick of Love; for, 
whatever other Teſts may be neceſſary, this is the beſt 
Teſt of a True Church and a True Religion: And in- 
deed, as there is no Church where there is no Reli- 
gion, ſo there is no Religion where there is no Love. 
Let us therefore in the firſt place, as Reaſon and 
our Religion oblige us, Love one another, laying. 
aſide our differences, and bearing with one ano- 
thers- Infirmities; and in the next place let (if I 
may uſe that word without offence, and ſurely I 
may, fince our Soveraign, and which is more, our 
Bible, has made it currant ) Let our Moderation, an 
undoubted effect of Love, be known unto all men; a 
Moderation (that I may not be mifapprehended;. 
nor that word abuſed to ill purpoſes ) not of Judg- 
ment as to what is Juſt and True, Lawfal and Right, 
for this indeed is juſtly reproachable as weakneſs 
and tends to Lukewarmneſs and Indifference, and no 
honeſt and wiſe man can be moderate in that ſence: 
But a moderation of Paſſions, to which I think the 
word properly belongs; that we ſhou'd not ſuffer our 
Anger, tho lawful in a juſt cauſe, to boiFup into 
Rage or Revenge; nor our Teal, tho commendable 
- a good thing, to be carried beyond its due 
| bounds Zz 
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bounds; nor our Fear and Jealoufie, tho cautious 
and circumſpect, to be rais d upon Donbrful grounds, 
much leſs to (well up into cenſure and ſlander; not 
our Selt-Love and Self- Intereſt, tho in the firſt place 
providing for our ſelves, to ſwallow up all our 
Affections, but to reſerve ſome for all our fellow. 
Chriſtians, for every Man, even for our Enemies, 
even our greateſt ones, Papiſts themſclves; by b!eing © 
them: that Curſe us, and doing good. as it lies in 
| our Power, to them that hate us. Thus we ſhall 
= - by the beſt and ſureſt Argument prove our ſelves to 
be.the True Diſciples of Chriſt; thus we ſhall more 
commend our own, and ſhame their Religion; thus 
by our Charity we ſhall heap' Coals of Fire upon their 
heads, whoſe hatred endeavour'd to heap Fire and 
Fageots on ours. And © Cog 25 
To conclude, let us unite in our Praiſe and 
Thankſgivings to God for thoſe many joyful Purims 
we have had, eſpecially for our Double Deliverance 
of this Day; and let us Tyuſt in him, who has de- 
20er. l. lo. liver d as from ſo great a Death, and does deliver, 
that he will ſtill deliver us; and let us Bleſs him that 
we are under no Popiſh Dominion, nor French Ty. 
ranny, nor French Laws; Particularly (which is our 
preſent ſingular Bleſſing) that we have no Szlict 
Law, but live and enjoy our Peace, our Rights, our 
Liberty and our Religion under the Government 
of: a gracious and Indulgent Qizen, who (to uſe 
her own Wotdg tin 2 ι E and affectionate 
manner, "recommends an Onion: of Minds and Af- 
fections among all her Subjects as Oo Saviour S. 
mands all his Diſciples, to Lous one kniother; HOO oo 
: rl 1421 £163 4 Q! e 23-28; of. j : 
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